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PERMANENT QROWTH. 

The re are those aniong our number who 
are greatly alarmed in view of the differ- 
ences of opinions that prevail concerning 
certain doctrines and practices in the 
Brethren chttrch, while others express 
fears because of the indifference and the 
astounding worldliness that prevail even 
among Christian professors. Now it is 
not the part of faíth, nor is it our desire, 
to conceal the facts in the case. That 
these things exíst is not to be denied, but 
we are not ready to admit that there is 
any just cause for alarm. Some people 
are very pessimistic in their views, inclin- 
ed to look on the dark side of life, and it 
requi res but very little to disturb their 
good feelings, if they ever have any. 

For our part, we are not at all alarmed 
at the prevalence of infidelity, the indif- 
ference that exists among those who 
ela i ni to be God's people. Perhaps we 
■ are too optimistic in our views, but be- 
neath the apparent disturbances, we are 
enabled to see permanent growih, and 
this gives us encouragement. Our^eopje 
a re becomint; morè settled in their co n- 
yic tions. and are inaking real progress 
along the various lincs of ch urch work. 
T foe grow.th as Jtfi view it is permanent . 
real and healthy. The m inistry of the 
Brethren church is inaking very percepti- 


Jjlejirogress, growing stronger intellectu- 
ally and set tling down to morè systematic 
work. _ The young people are being 
thorotighly òrgan ized, and doing effeclive 
work. The publishing interests of the 
church are united under one management 
and workíng ín perfect hannnny with the 
College and its interests. Confidence in 
Ashland University has been restored, 
and its success is assured. On the whole 
the work moves along grandly. 

Why should we feet discouraged ? 
Young men are being educated for the 
rainisfy, the Standard of our literature 
elevated, and ourdoctrine and institutions 
winning respect among those who are not 
of our communion. Wake up, brother. 
sister, cast off thy fears, and stand in the 
light of thy glorious privileges and oppor- 
tunities. 


THE TRACT WOSK. 

The Traci Department is a branch of 
church work that must be supported by 
donations. It is the experience of all 
Tract societies that the sales of tracts will 
not meet the expenses. With our very 
limited resources, before an edition of a 
tract is printed we should have a guaran- 
tee fronj some source for the full amount 
necessary to cover all expenses of print- 
ing. Unless this is done, the cost of 
printing is usually so much "locked up" 
money which cannot be used until the 
tracts are sold. To do this may requi re 
a year or morè To print a large edition 
of five or six different kinds of tracts may 
reqúire an outlay of fifty, seventy-five or 
one hundred dollars, which the office can- 
not afford. It becomes evident therefore 
that in order to keep a supply of tracts on 
hand, donations are necessary. 

Of the importance of tracts we need 
not speak. If you have been reading the 
articles by brother J. D. McFaden, you 
cannot but have learned the vast amount 
of good that even one little tract may do. 
Tracts are little silent preachers going 
about preaching every day in the week, 
and the Brethren church needs thousands 
of them. The distribution of tracts is a 
work in which even the little children may 
have a part. Now we wish to suggest a 
plan which will enable us to print a num- 
ber of tracts for which we have the man- 
uscript. The article by J. C. Mackey in 
this íssue should be printed in tract form. 
J. D. McFadan has the manuscript ready 
for an excel•lent tract (to be illustrated) 
for the children. There have also been 
many calls for a reprint of the four page 
tract, by the editor, on Baptism, What 
is it? We shoidd, therefore, as soon as 
possible, print these tracts : 

1. Why I am a member of the Breth- 
ren church, J. C. Mackey. 

2. An illustrated tract for children, 
J. D. McFaden. 

3. Baptism, What is it ? A. D. 
Onagey. 

How shall we get the tracts? Easily 

enough if you will help us a little. We 

want Jïi.oo, 75, 50 and 25 cent subscrip- 

tions for the tracts. Please send in your 

order on postal card, stating thé amount 

you agree to pay, and also whether you 

donate the amount, or whether you want 

tracts for it when they are published. Are 

there not 20 persons who will give Í1.00 

each,and as many, 75, 50 and 25 cents? Let 

us see what can be done. You need not 

send the money now. State on a postal 

card what you will give and whether you 


expect tracts for the amount, or whether 
it is to be a donation. We should have, 
not less than 100 replies to this request 
from the readers of the Evangelist. 
"What thou doest, do quickly." 


UBE YOUR OWN LITERATURE. 
There are several very good reasons 
why you should use the literature of your 
own church. First, it teaches the doc- 
trine of the Brethren church. This should 
be an important* consideration in the 
choice of .literature for the home, the Sun- 
day-school and young peoples* society. 
You should select that which you know is 
safe. When you employ a minister, you 
want one who is "sound in the faitA." 
This is right But is it not equally im- 
portant that the little preachers in the 
hands of the Sunday-school scholars 
should be "sound in tAcfaitlt" also ? Do 
you say you want undenominational liter- 
ature for your school and society ? Then 
why not have an undenominational preach- 
er — one who belongs. to all, churches or 
to none ? Let us be consistent with our- 
selves. Second, it is not a matter of doc- 
trine only, bút a matter oibusiness. Oth- 
er churches have found their publishing 
interests to be a paying business, and there 
is no reason why ours should not be made 
such. // can and therefore should be. 
Stand by yonr own literature. To patron- 
ize your own publications— the publica- 
tions of your church, is a matter of busi- 
ness. In inaking up your order for Sun- 
day-school literature and supplies for 
young peoples* societies, think of these 
things and act accordingly. If there has 
ever been a time, when alt the interests of 
the church demanded the unanimous sup- 
port of its whole membership, that time is 
now. We are printing a larger edition of 
Sunday-school supplies for the coraing 
quarter, than at any time before, and we 
ho pe to supply all our school s with all 
they need to equip them thomughly for 
work. 


PREAOH DOOTETm 
Yes, certainly, why not? The Lord 
taught, preached and commanded doc- 
trine, and why should not his ministers 
preach it ? Are you a minister in the 
Brethren church ? Then preach the doc- 
trine of the church of which you are a 
member. What is its doctrtne? The 
Gospel of Jesús— alt of it, no morè and 
no less. 


Jesús is the purest among the mighty, 
the mightiest among the puré. 


